On May 24, 2012, after almost Route 52 Causeway connecting Manager Frank Inverso, the 


six years of major construction Somers Point and Ocean City, New new causeway provides a safe 
activity, NJDOT hosted the much- Jersey. and efficient multimodal link 
anticipated Grand Opening Described as an “once-in- for motorists, bicyclists and 
Ceremony for the new $400 million a-lifetime project” by Project pedestrians between the Jersey 


Shore destinations. 

Vitally involved with the 
evolution of the project in various 
roles since 1997, current NJDOT 
Director of Bridge Engineering 
Dave Lambert told the media 
around the time the causeway 
opened, “I get a great sense of 
pride and satisfaction when I look 
at these bridges - it’s a tribute to 
all involved.” 

With the bridge construction 
phase finished in time to provide 
maximum capacity throughout the 
summer, construction personnel 
such as Field Manager Tony 

Geen Guerrieri and Resident Engineer 
let Dan Lord (of Parsons-Brinckerhoff) 


Commissioner Simpson hails the achievements of key project personnel have turned their attention to the 
including (left to right) Director of Construction Services Kiran Patel, Project new Welcome Center and other 
Manager Frank Inverso, Director of Bridge Engineering (and former Route 52 . _ . 

Project and Program Manager) Dave Lambert and Assistant Commissioner of project amenities and will complete 
Capital Program Management Rick Hammer. the project by the end of this year. 


A convoy of dignitaries and bicyclists crossed the new Route 52 Causeway from Somers Point to Ocean City for a ribbon 
cutting. 


The Division of Right of Way 
and Access Management recently 


hired five realty specialist trainees 


and provided them with a four- 
week training program. The 
training covered various realty- 
related programs, including 
Negotiations; Access; Business & 
Residential Relocation; Eminent 
Domain; Outdoor Advertising; 
and Environmental Law. The 
trainees were exposed to all 
types of processes, policies and 
the role Right of Way and Access 
Management plays in delivering 
Capital Program Projects. 

Managers, deputy attorneys 
general, team leaders, realty 
specialists and engineering staff 
acted as instructors and shared 
their knowledge and experience, 
translating the complex 
information into layman terms, 
as well as providing the basics of 
real estate negotiation. 

At the end of the four- 
week training program, the 
trainees successfully completed 


(Left to right) Director Victor Akpu; John Lape, Real Estate Appraiser; Realty 
Specialist Trainees Anthony DeMaio, Rebecca Scanlon, Louann Wonski, Robert 
Tona, Robert Andersen; and Program Coordinator Bob Cunningham. 


a comprehensive test covering 
what they learned throughout 
the program. Each trainee was 
awarded a certificate for their 
participation. 

A special thank you goes to 
the following staff for taking the 
time out of their busy schedules 
to make the training program 
a success: Al Adolf; Victor 


Sheree Davis, Acting 
Manager and Bicycle & Pedestrian 
Coordinator, Bureau of Commuter 
and Mobility Strategies (right), 
recently received a Leadership 
Award from the Newark Regional 
Business Partnership (NRBP). 
NRBP gives the Leadership Award 
to people in Transportation 
who show leadership in their 
work to move people and goods 
through the region. 

“IT cannot do this work without 
the support and leadership from 
the top down, and from a great 
team of staff and consultants who 
have the same passion and work 
ethic as I do,” Sheree said. “I was 
very honored.” 


Akpu; Stuart Brooks; Mike 
Chapman; Chris Coppola; Bob 
Cunningham; Jim Darrar; Dick 
Dube; Jane Farrel; Mark Foss; 
Fred Kashani; Cindy Katz; 
Dave Kook; George Ljuitch; 
John Nettleton; Charlie Miller; 
John Miksits; Meg Palmer; 
Luke Seaman; Andrew Yorke; 
and Nonee Wagner. 
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Commissioner Simpson crosses Route 27 with the 
assistance of the Department’s first pedestrian hybrid 
beacon. He is joined by NJ TRANSIT Executive Director and 
former DOT Commissioner Jim Weinstein and Woodbridge 
Mayor John McCormac. 


Like a high-stakes game of Frogger™, pedestrians 
used to risk life and limb crossing Route 27 at 
Magnolia Road to access the Metropark rail station 
in Woodbridge. That is, until NJDOT pinpointed the 
location as the appropriate spot to install the first 
pedestrian hybrid beacon on our state highway 
system. Activated in late May by Russell Bellmont, 
Assistant Regional Electrical Supervisor, the hybrid 
beacon is designed to provide an extra measure 
of safety for pedestrians who cross the high-speed 
roadway. 

The beacon includes an array of three lights, two 
lights side-by-side above a single light. These lights 


control vehicular traffic. The beacon also includes 
signals that control pedestrian traffic, like most 
traditional traffic signals, and provides pedestrians 
with audible cues to wait or walk. The pedestrian 
signal features a countdown clock indicating when 
motorists will get the signal to proceed. And unlike 
traditional traffic signals, the beacon’s lights remain 
off, or dark, until the traffic-control device is activated 
by a pedestrian, notes Dave Martin, Acting Director 
of Traffic Engineering and Safety. 

The beacon is approved for use by the Federal 
Highway Administration and is listed in the Manual on 
Uniform Traffic Control Devices. 


NEW JERSEY 


ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY 


In May New Jersey Department 
of Transportation announced the 
launch of New Jersey’s Adopt-A- 
Highway program to fight litter and 
keep New Jersey highways beautiful. 

The event, held at the Coca- 
Cola Distribution Center on Route 
130 in Middlesex County, marked 
the revival of the volunteer program 
that is expected to become a 
prominent component of the 
Department’s Clean Up Nj initiative, 
giving companies and organizations 
the opportunity to support well- 
maintained and attractive roadways 
in the Garden State. 


@ 


Sandra Huber (left) from New Jersey Clean Communities stands along with 
NJDOT’s Nancy Ciaruffoli during the unveiling of the new Adopt-A-Highway sign 
on Route 130 in Middlesex County. 


COCA-CO 


ir 


Route 13 Moveable Bridge getting A ere upgrade 


A new $2.5 million state-of-the-art monitoring 
system will soon be activated on the unsigned Route 
13 Lovelandtown Drawbridge in Point Pleasant. 

Developed by our Bureau of Bridge Maintenance 
Engineering & Operations and the Moveable Bridge 
Unit, the automated system will monitor critical 
information and data in the areas of moveable bridge 
operability and security. 

According to Management and Operations 
Analyst Ray Kauffman, the automated monitoring 
system utilizes a network of strategically positioned 
sensors to detect changes in noise, temperature and 
movement of key bridge components to record all 
actions of the bridge’s newly outfitted electronic nerve 
center, as well as wear and tear on the structure. 

The unique upgrades to this vertical-lift bridge, 
located over a segment of the Intracoastal Waterway, 
will pioneer a new 10-year pilot project, enabling 
NJDOT to have around-the-clock, remote access to 
critical information about bridge systems. 

Project Engineer Guy Hill said the new system 
will help facilitate faster response times for bridge 
operations engineers during an event. A remote 
service center will monitor and notify key department 


The Route 13 Lovelandtown Drawbridge in Pt. Pleasant 


personnel of a bridge incident or system failure, 
providing smart diagnostic support to on-call dispatch 
allowing for more efficient corrective action onsite. 

The pilot project is a joint effort with moveable- 
bridge engineering firm Modjeski and Masters, along 
with the power, control and information firm of 
Rockwell Automation. 


Leadership Program awards Certificates of Achievement 


On June 18, 2012, Deputy 
Commissioner Joseph Mrozek 
and Jeanne Victor, Director 
of Human Resources presented 
"Certificates of Achievement" to 
employees Cheryl Taliaferro, 
Division of Civil Rights & 
Affirmative Action; Caroline 
Carmody, Division of Construction 
Services & Materials; Eric 
Powers, Division of Planning & 
Development; Cheryl Brennan, 
Division of Capital Investment 
Planning & Development; Snehal 
Patel, Division of Construction 


wife, Kitty. 


Services & Materials; and Laine 
Rankin (not pictured), Project 
Management; for their successful 


completion of the New Jersey 
Department of Transportation's 
Leadership Program. 


(Left to right) Jeanne Victor, Cheryl Taliaferro, Caroline Carmody, Eric Powers, 
Cheryl Brennan, Snehal Patel and Joseph Mrozek 


Congratulations... 


Rachel Martin, a senior at Westminster Choir College of Rider University, was 
selected as the winner of her division at the New Jersey Chapter of the National 
Association of Teachers of Singing’s 2012 Festival of Singing. The competition 
was held recently at New Jersey City University. Rachel is the daughter of Dave 
Martin, Supervising Engineer 2 within the Bureau of Traffic Engineering; and his 


NJIDOT received AASHTO award ahead of schedule 


The New Jersey Department of Transportation 
recently received an America's Transportation Award 
from the American Association of State Highway and 
Transportation Officials (AASHTO). 

"The America's Transportation Award competition 
is a great way to highlight those tremendous 
transportation projects that show just how our 
state transportation departments are delivering 
value for those limited transportation dollars... and 
we believe they deserve some attention for their 
creativity, innovation and stellar management," said 
Kirk Steudle, AASHTO president and director of the 
Michigan Department of Transportation. 

The America's Transportation Awards competition 


NJDOT celebrates 
European Heritage Month 


June was designated as European Heritage 
month. In honor of Italian Americans, on June 19th, 
Cora Sue Santopietro (left) and her husband 
Bob demonstrated how to make fresh pasta. 
Employees got a chance to taste the fresh fettuccini 
with homemade sauce. Nancy Girton and Leslie 
Megyesy gave out information on wine pairings for 
dinner and dessert. 


Obituaries 


Phil Greenberg of Morristown, N.J., passed away 
on Thursday, Jan. 5, 2012. He worked for 20 years for 
NJDOT in the Right of Way office in Mt. Arlington. 

Leroy “Bruce” Kuhlithau of Monroe, N.J., 
passed away on Jan. 13, 2012. He retired from NJDOT 
Central Region Construction after 45 years of service. 
He never took vacation or sick days while working 
here. During his employment, he received Employee 
of the Year in 1986 and 1991. 

William Garlick of Netcong, N.J., passed away on 
Feb. 14, 2012. He was a Highway Worker for NJDOT 
for more than 20 years before retiring. 

Robert Skalla of Jackson, N.J., passed away on 
Feb. 16, 2012. At the time of his passing, he was a 
Supervising Engineer, Construction and Maintenance 
in the Bureau of Materials. 

Vincent Cronheim of the Keasbey section of 
Woodbridge, N.J., passed away on Feb. 18, 2012. 

At the time of his passing, he was a Truck Driver in 
Metuchen Crew 335. 


— sponsored by AASHTO, AAA and the U.S. Chamber 
of Commerce — recognizes the best of America's 
transportation projects in three main categories: 
Ahead of Schedule, Under Budget, and Best Use 

of Innovation. Eleven transportation projects from 
seven northeastern states were nominated in those 
categories. 

NJDOT earned its award in the Ahead of Schedule 
category for the I-78 and Garden State Parkway 
Interchange 142 project. 

By winning this regional award, NJDOT is in line 
to compete for the Grand Prize and People's Choice 
national awards which will be announced at the 
AASHTO Annual Meeting in November. 


Fredi Schloss of Hillsborough, N.J., passed 
away on March 2, 2012. She worked for NJDOT for 
10 years and retired in 2010. Fredi worked in the 
Succession Planning Office, and was a member and 
officer in Toastmasters. 

Frederick Quick of Phillipsburg, N.J., passed 
away on June 12, 2012. Fred began his NJDOT 
career in March 1980, as a Truck Driver. During his 
career, he worked in Maintenance and Construction. 
At the time of his passing, he was a Construction 
and Maintenance Technician 1 in Region North 
Materials. 

Kevin Patrick passed away on June 6, 

2012. Kevin began his career at NJDOT in 1986 

as Highway Inspector and then worked as a 
Construction and Maintenance Technician in Region 
1 Clinton, Construction and Maintenance; and Local 
Aid in Newark. At the time of his passing, he was a 
Principal Engineer, Transportation in the Local Aid 
office in Mount Arlington. 


